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FOREWORD 


Requests  are  frequently  received  from  trade  sources  for 
information  on  the  duties  and  other  entry  charges  applied  by 
foreign  countries  on  imports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg  products  from 
the  United  States.  This  report  presents  the  entry  costs  imposed 
by  114  foreign  countries;  it  also  includes  the  U.S.  import  duties 
on  these  commodities. 

In  many  instances,  the  components  that  make  up  costs  on 
which  import  duties  and  other  charges  are  based,  as  well  as  the 
rates  of  duty  and  other  entry  charges,  are  not  conveniently  at 
hand.  This  publication  brings  together  in  a  convenient  form  the 
various  charges  involved. 


David  R.  Strobel,  Director 
Dain'  and  Poultry  Division 
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WORLD  IMPORT  DUTIES  AND  OTHER  ENTRY  CHARGES 
ON  EGGS  AND  EGG  PRODUCTS 


By 

W.  Bruce  Silcox1 


INTRODUCTION 

This  study  covers  the  import  duties  and  other  entry  charges  applied  by 
114  foreign  countries2  and  the  United  States  on  eggs  in  the  shell  and  egg 
products. 

Import  duties  are  indicated  as  either  "specific"  or  "ad  valorem"  or  both. 
Consistent  with  trade  practice,  specific  duties  are  expressed  in  terms  of  cents 
per  dozen  for  table  eggs  and  cents  per  pound  for  egg  products,  as  set  forth  in 
the  respective  country  tariff  schedules.  Ad  valorem  duties  and  other  charges 
were  derived  from  the  percentages  stated  in  tariff  schedules  and  elsewhere, 
applied  to  the  aggregate  of  the  cost  of  the  product,  insurance,  and  ocean 
freight. 

Foreign  currency  values  were  converted  at  the  prevailing  official  rates  of 
exchange,  unless  otherwise  specified. 

Although  product  values,  rates  of  duty,  and  other  charges,  as  well  as 
currency  values,  change,  the  total  entry  costs  set  forth  herein  will  be  helpful  to 
potential  exporters  and  others  in  determining  relative  access  and  trade 
prospects  in  specified  countries. 


1  Dr.  Silcox  is  Dairy  and  Poultry  Marketing  Specialist,  Dairy  and  Poultry  Division. 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

2  The  term  "countries"  is  used  in  a  broad  sense  and  designates  colonies  and  pro- 
tectorates, where  applicable,  as  well  as  independent  countries. 


1 


SHELL  EGGS 


Of  the  115  countries  included  in  this  study,  101  foreign  countries  and 
the  United  States  applied  import  duties  and/or  other  entry  charges  averaging 
19.99  cents  per  dozen  on  shell  or  table  eggs  in  July -June  1967-68. 

The  import  duties  and  entry  charges,  combined,  ranged  from  approxi- 
mately 0.75  cent  per  dozen  in  the  Canary  Islands,  where  the  cost  of  entry 
comprised  only  numerous  minor  taxes  that  varied  from  port  to  port,  to 
131.46  cents  per  dozen  in  Vietnam,  where  the  import  duty  was  150  percent 
ad  valorem,  and  an  austerity  tax  of  120  percent  of  the  c.i.f.  value  was  also 
levied. 

Other  countries  in  which  entry  charges  were  much  higher  than  the 
average  were  Burma,  88.64  cents;  Chile,  83.03;  Ceylon,  64.15;  India,  51.99; 
and  Saudi  Arabia,  50.79  cents  per  dozen. 

With  regard  to  specific  import  duties,  ad  valorem  duties,  and  other  entry 
charges,  the  last  represented  23.08  percent  of  the  total  cost  of  entry  in  the 
countries  in  which  they  were  applied. 

Forty-two  countries  applied  specific  import  duties  averaging  11.78  cents 
per  dozen;  62  countries  applied  ad  valorem  duties  averaging  17.49  cents  per 
dozen;  and  68  countries  imposed  other  entry  charges  amounting  to  an  average 
of  6.40  cents  per  dozen. 

Fourteen  countries  applied  no  import  duties  or  other  entry  charges  on 
this  product. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  shell  eggs  at  the  time  of  this  study  was  3.50 
cents  per  dozen.  This  continued  to  be  the  rate  during  1969. 
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Cents  per  dozen 


FROZEN  WHOLE  EGGS 


As  with  imports  of  shell  eggs,  101  foreign  countries  and  the  United 
States,  out  of  115  countries  studied,  applied  import  duties  and/or  other  entry 
charges  on  frozen  whole  eggs.  The  average  of  all  entry  charges  on  this  product 
was  18.62  cents  per  pound. 

Combining  import  duties  and  other  entry  charges,  the  average  of  these 
during  July-June  1967-68  ranged  from  0.51  cent  per  pound,  again  in  the 
Canary  Islands,  to  290  cents  per  pound  in  Indonesia,  where  the  ad  valorem 
duty  was  800  percent  of  cost  and  freight  and  other  entry  taxes  amounted  to 
12  percent  of  cost  and  freight. 

Other  countries  in  which  the  total  entry  charges  approached  or  exceeded 
40  cents  per  pound  were:  Vietnam,  80.08  cents;  Ireland,  56.12;  Chile,  53.76; 
Burma,  51 .45;  and  Iran,  39.42  cents. 

Entry  charges,  other  than  import  duties  as  such,  in  70  countries  where 
they  were  applied,  averaged  4.70  cents  per  pound,  accounting  for  20.82 
percent  of  total  entry  charges  in  those  countries. 

Thirty-six  countries  imposed  specific  import  duties,  71  applied  ad 
valorem  duties,  and  eight  used  both  types  of  duty  as  a  means  of  raising 
revenue  or  protecting  local  egg  producers  or  both. 

Fourteen  of  the  countries  studied  had  no  import  duties  or  other  entry 
charges. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  frozen  whole  eggs  was  9.5  cents  per  pound.  On 
January  1,  1969,  this  rate  was  reduced  to  8.5  cents  per  pound.  Further 
reductions  in  the  rate  of  the  import  duty  on  frozen  whole  eggs  to  7.5  cents, 
6.5  cents,  and  5.5  cents  per  pound  are  scheduled  to  become  effective  on 
January  1,  1970,  1971,  and  1972  in  accordance  with  concessions  granted  in 
1967  in  the  Kennedy  Round  of  the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade. 
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Import  duties  and  other  charges  on  FROZEN  WHOLE  EGGS: 

Ranges  in  total  charges  and  number  of  countries 
within  each  range,  June  1968 
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FROZEN  YOLKS  OF  EGGS 


One-hundred-and-one  foreign  countries  and  the  United  States  applied 
import  duties  and/or  other  entry  charges  on  frozen  yolks  of  eggs,  averaging 
26.77  cents  per  pound. 

The  range  in  import  duties  and  other  entry  charges,  combined,  was  from 
0.89  cent  per  pound  in  the  Canary  Islands  to  418  cents  per  pound  in 
Indonesia.  An  ad  valorem  duty  of  800  percent  of  cost  and  freight  combined 
with  three  additional  taxes  accounted  for  the  relatively  high  cost  of  entry  in 
the  latter  country. 

Other  countries  in  which  the  cost  of  entry  was  more  than  twice  the 
average,  and  the  corresponding  amounts,  were  Uruguay,  128.91  cents; 
Vietnam,  123.64;  Burma,  78.04;  and  Ireland,  56.51  cents  per  pound.  In  India 
the  cost  of  entry  was  48.50  cents  per  pound,  just  short  of  being  twice  the 
average  rate  in  the  countries  studied. 

Entry  charges,  other  than  import  duties  as  such,  in  71  countries  averaged 
6.56  cents  per  pound,  20.88  percent  of  the  total  cost  of  entry. 

Thirty-seven  countries  applied  specific  import  duties  on  frozen  yolks  of 
eggs,  the  average  of  which  was  17.95  cents  per  pound.  Seventy  countries 
applied  ad  valorem  duties,  the  average  of  which  was  22.48  cents  per  pound. 

Eight  countries,  mostly  in  Central  American  and  the  Caribbean,  applied 
both  specific  and  ad  valorem  duties,  averaging  29.03  cents  per  pound. 

Fourteen  countries  applied  no  import  duties  or  other  entry  charges  on 
frozen  yolks  of  eggs. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  this  product  was  9.5  cents  per  pound.  On 
January  1,  1969,  8.5  cents  per  pound  became  the  effective  rate  of  import 
duty.  Reductions  of  1  cent  per  pound  are  scheduled  for  the  next  3  years. 
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FROZEN  EGG  ALBUMIN 


One-hundred- and- four  of  the  countries  studied  applied  import  duties 
and/or  other  entry  charges  on  frozen  egg  albumin.  The  average  cost  of  entry 
was  12.25  cents  per  pound. 

The  range  in  charges,  including  duties,  was  from  0.29  cent  per  pound  in 
the  Canary  Islands  to  199  cents  per  pound  in  Indonesia,  where  the  import 
duty  rate  of  800  percent  of  cost  and  freight  plus  other  taxes  made  the  cost  of 
entry  practically  prohibitive. 

Some  other  countries  imposing  relatively  high  entry  costs  were  Chile, 
76.81  cents;  Mexico,  62.05;  Vietnam,  50.35;  Iran,  39.65;  and  Burma,  33.06 
cents  per  pound. 

Entry  charges  other  than  import  duties  were  applied  in  76  of  the  115 
countries  reviewed.  These  amounted  to  the  equivalent  of  3.25  cents  per 
pound,  22.44  percent  of  the  total  duties  and  charges  in  those  countries. 

Thirty-two  countries  applied  specific  import  duties  and  76  countries 
imposed  ad  valorem  duties  on  frozen  albumin.  These  duties  averaged  12.51 
cents  and  7.97  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 

Eleven  countries  permitted  free  entry  of  frozen  albumin. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  this  product  was  9.5  cents  per  pound.  Since 
January  1,  1969,  however,  the  applicable  import  duty  in  this  country  has 
been  8.5  cents  per  pound.  Further  reductions  in  the  U.S.  rate  of  import  duty, 
similar  to  those  for  frozen  whole  and  frozen  yolks  of  eggs,  are  scheduled  to 
occur  during  the  next  4  years. 
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Import  duties  and  other  charges  on  FROZEN  EGG  ALBUMIN: 
Ranges  in  total  charges  and  number  of  countries  — 
within  each  range,  June  1968 


DRIED  WHOLE  EGGS 


Of  the  115  countries  studied,  100  applied  import  duties  and/or  other 
entry  charges  on  dried  whole  eggs.  The  average  of  these,  combined,  was  58.50 
cents  per  pound,  the  highest  rate  of  entry  charges  recorded  in  this  study.  The 
range  was  from  0.96  cent  in  Saudi  Arabia  to  866  cents  per  pound  in 
Indonesia,  where  total  charges  comprised  the  basic  rate  of  800  percent  of  the 
cost  and  freight  and  certain  other  charges. 

In  10  countries  besides  Indonesia,  total  entry  charges  exceeded  100  cents 
per  pound,  as  follows:  Chile,  315  cents;  Vietnam,  281;  Ceylon,  209; Burma, 
172;  Uruguay,  132;  Finland,  131 ;  Philippines,  110;  India,  108;  Korea,  104; 
and  Sweden,  103.  Excluding  Indonesia,  where  the  rate  is  so  much  higher  than 
the  average  that  the  result  is  not  representative,  the  average  of  the  total 
charges  in  the  countries  named  was  166  cents  per  pound. 

Entry  charges,  other  than  the  specific  and  ad  valorem  duties,  in  72 
countries  where  these  were  applied  amounted  to  15.32  cents  per  pound, 
21.35  percent  of  the  total  charges  in  these  countries.  The  comparisons 
between  the  number  of  countries  applying  import  duties  showed  that  37  used 
specific  duties  and  70  used  ad  valorem  duties.  The  averages  of  these  were 
30.41  and  51.74  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 

Fifteen  countries  applied  neither  import  duties  nor  other  entry  charges. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  dried  whole  eggs  at  the  time  of  this  study  was 
27  cents  per  pound.  Unlike  the  rate  on  certain  other  egg  products,  this  rate 
did  not  change  January  1,  1969,  as  the  United  States  granted  no  concession 
on  this  item  during  the  Kennedy  Round  sessions. 
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DRIED  YOLKS  OF  EGGS 

Ninety-nine  foreign  countries  and  the  United  States  applied  import 
duties  and/or  other  entry  charges  on  dried  yolks  of  eggs.  The  average  of  these 
was  58.36  cents  per  pound. 

The  range  in  total  charges  was  from  0.58  cent  per  pound  in  Saudi  Arabia 
to  925  cents  in  Indonesia.  In  seven  other  countries,  the  total  charges 
exceeded  100  cents  per  pound,  as  follows:  Korea,  112  cents;  India,  117; 
Philippines,  118;  Uruguay,  142;  Burma,  184;  Ceylon,  224;  and  Vietnam,  305 
cents  per  pound. 

Entry  charges  other  than  import  duties  reported  in  71  of  the  115 
countries  averaged  16.42  cents  per  pound,  23.33  percent  of  total  charges  in 
these  countries. 

Thirty-six  countries  applied  specific  duties  that  averaged  27.64  cents  per 
pound.  Ad  valorem  duties  were  applied  in  70  countries  and  averaged  52.51 
cents  per  pound.  Only  eight  countries  applied  both  specific  and  ad  valorem 
duties,  with  a  combined  average  of  41.08  cents  per  pound. 

In  15  countries  neither  import  duties  nor  other  entry  charges  were 
applied. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  dried  egg  yolks  was  27  cents  per  pound. 
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DRIED  EGG  ALBUMIN 


Of  the  115  countries  included  in  this  study,  104  applied  import  duties 
and/or  other  entry  charges  on  dried  egg  albumin.  These,  combined,  amounted 
to  an  average  of  54.63  cents  per  pound.  The  range  in  such  charges  was  from 
approximately  1.22  cents  per  pound  in  Bermuda  to  880  cents  per  pound  in 
Indonesia.  On  only  two  other  products  included  in  this  study,  i.e.,  dried  { 
whole  eggs  and  dried  yolks  of  eggs,  were  total  entry  charges  higher  than  on 
dried  egg  albumin. 

In  addition  to  Indonesia,  the  total  entry  charges  on  dried  egg  albumin 
exceeded  100  cents  per  pound  in  10  countries.  These  10  countries,  with  the 
corresponding  total  entry  charges,  were:  Iraq,  643;  Vietnam,  289;  Ceylon, 
213;  Burma,  175;  Chile,  132;  Finland,  131;  Uruguay,  126;  Philippines,  113:  j 
India,  111;  and  Iran,  107  cents  per  pound.  Disregarding  Indonesia,  where  the 
charges  were  prohibitive,  the  average  of  all  import  charges  on  this  product  in 
the  countries  named  was  204  cents  per  pound. 

The  specific  duties  in  30  countries  averaged  44.41  cents  per  pound,  and 
the  ad  valorem  duties  in  77  countries  averaged  43.29  cents  per  pound. 

In  the  nine  countries  that  applied  both  specific  and  ad  valorem  duties,  I 
the  average  import  duty,  as  such,  was  35.02  cents  per  pound.  In  the  75 
countries  applying  other  charges,  the  average  was  13.53  cents  per  pound. 
22.94  percent  of  the  total  charges  in  those  countries. 

Eleven  of  the  countries  studied  applied  neither  import  duties  nor  other 
entry  charges. 

The  U.S.  import  duty  on  dried  egg  albumin  was  27  cents  per  pound. 
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